AGEING SIERRAS ARE
CHEAP BUT SPECIAL
CARE IS NEEDED
WHEN BUYING, says
Kim Henson.

i it o hake i, the nagasal jelly
monld” Skerra was one of the
ol popuiar Fords ever buili
However, manvy have been
thrashed in hard daily use, and vas
nienbers Bave suffered tom rampant
corTosion, Bear this in mind when
vigwing: 1 here are lors around soovon

can atord o be sy,

HISTORY

Many believed that Ford had got i
wriang with the radicaldly sevied Sierm
whien presented to-a shackerd British
public in 1982, However the Sierra
socin became 3 comimon sghl on o
roads, and privace buyers eventually
besciamme sccustormaed Lodts stvling, Tobs
tuir, the fve-gdoor hatchbzack bhod vwvork
was more practical than that of the
Cornmasaloon it replaced. Five-door
eutirbes were available toco,

Dicspite ulira-midern sevling, the
mechamics are 1005 traditional - rear
wheel drive, with im-line engine Emnd
gearhny,

[ransmesszons and SUSpeEnsins were

Fromt cross@mber and sumounding Seraciurse
ane usunlly hidden by engins. However, ciogaly
inspect the wially important steahwnrk hare, i
enrmagion S widesprasd look for snather car

WATCH FOR BUST IN REAR

CHASSIS SECTIONS AND BOOT FLOOR,

ALSO BASES OF REAR WINGS

improved thoagh, Five speed manua
or three speed automatic gearboes
were avallable, and independent rear
suspension rephced the Corring’s leal
springs. Power steering: was standard
with 2. (kliere and Hguer-engines
Thicre was plenty of choice of powier
vines and trm bevels oo, Frome Ll
i1 Ocoober 1952, buyverys coulel oped G
averhesd cam 128 1.6 or 20 (Ping
enpnes, or i Z.3-lre Vi petrol wmt
e |'|_-||;:_£:-"|r & proven [
roatar, Trim levels consiseed of “has
L. GL and Ghia, which teatared sock
Ernnics as clectric windows, cenirsl

CORROSION
IN DOORS CAN BE
RAMPANT

b i Wl amd Frong fose luehins

three-door XE4i_ o -
ered by a 2 Sditre VB engine, withclose

carbsg wiid sporis SLApenEio,
fan Moy 1983, and "mainstream’
hree door kiatchiveks followed in the
suiunn. New |.H-lire Sierras made
ther debot in Cletober 9S4, A& oot
yheel drive XRadxdi replared the rea
drve modeal in 1985;

Dz 1486, 2 0-0ire, fnel-anjecied
Cibim BT versions jotned the line-ap,
us i LX varianes (CeL-based, bt wath
iprated suspension and other refine-
ments), and the 1.5:0re Rt RO WS

Froi wathin sach mear wheelanch, look lenwards
#nd establizh condition of ‘splesh’ panal, sill mar
el and strecture sepporling trear sespension
i, Serinus rusl hare 1s very bad nees.

Sills are aflen waak, and 1ha ovwer B’ﬂﬂl‘."& afg
eapacislly wulnerabla, 11 you ane looking &t a
mitrture of bokes, rusty steel and various palches,
BEqgain on exiENEmE rapairs furthor inl
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CHECK FOR ROT IN
SCREEN PILLARS, DOOR PILLARS
AND BULKHEADS

CHASSS
RUNNERS AND SILLS CAM
HARBOUR BUST

dizscontmued. The nsiant classe BS
Coswaorth Siers, with 16 valve 2.0-1re
engine producing over 2iWhhp, and
performanee (plus insurance prémi-
|||||':!:' PO Mated, Ceme o the SCETIE REN
the summmer of the sume vear.

In early 1GR7T, the stvlhing
with four door saioon varia

wiks revised
nes ol the
Siera, designaned] "Sapphire, added
i e rangEe,

In Jure [OES the |LE-Hee "Piotn en-
Tine :.-.;l_= :rpi.u':':' witha | 8=lire GV H
lesam buin” wieit ciapable ol runmimig on

unteades] fiel.
Tewatdds thie end of

1ORE, acrmss-the

Levmaar rear valance parel B rust-grene of 8l
midels [ﬂ'li: Eskule Was In 8 very poor conditian),
' Such damage i nof ussally confinnd ta one ansa
of the velitle: check thoroughly — evarpwharal

STRUCTURE AT

BE CRUMBLNG

FAnTE ITPTovEments were carred o
a-riew Fuel-imiecred 2 8-lire
Vi engine and five speed (MTTH)
aearbox on the XR4x4 and che 214

imchadine

b 44 estare car,

“Tawini-cam 2.0-litre enginesreplaoed
the smpliscanm Pimpo e e oigd- 1 0H8,
anh in 1990 8 new, 1.8-licre: turbo-dsesel
oostedd the maturally aspivared 2.3-Tiore
Peugeot unit. Suspension, steering and
refinemen! improvenmencs were mibde
in Chpober 19091 05Ts
the range m Febroary 115

WeETE l|||’||'|| Ii
bibiires thu
ENre rAnEe Wik 1T |:-|_|;.-|: i Murch
¥

Lo b chie new Mo ed,

Froit aeed rear whealarch lips, and The wing
sectinns nomally masked by Bhe upper edges ol
e hiimpars, ane asn holedseatar-shin, Check

by ey @nd fesll Evamane innor whoshrches bao,

.'i
£TIRIE 1
L ] , hampe=, evlinler

] | I I
PRI Al ala L0

FROINT OF L [

LIVING WITH A SIERRA

SkerTras areroomy fumily cars, penerally
vevmibortalle, and ride well, Luggage
space 15 good, hut the rear load sl
tigh on harchback and suloo versions

Fuel consumption &6 reasomnabibe; as
examples expoet 30 plusmpg overall,
troom 1.6-1 |'r-'.a.-r-"u'r-x_.'-r|'|||||'i:-!l-|1.|"-l'
froom Vi versions, and 40 mapg Gaom
the it dicsels

Insurance costs can be prolibinvely
hich on XB and Coswarth models,
which are ; hitng
tolen. Check that the vendor reallyis
.II_ “'l'."‘l'""l

Sterras are nor difticult o maintyin
il horne. | hisre s plenty ool toodn oo

.!1.:| LRI TR TRAFERE F |

AN liee ||

imeder the bonnet

beeeet 4
dandd even Irl'.H.|-|'~ rehulds sare
illf realisni prssibalities, Sparesan
and generally in-

X OETISE Y

RUST IS THE ENEMY

Mhe most mmporiant aspect of check
EFEE & ST BL L] ] '|.|||l.. Pl
WInE v and “strmight’. In adds-
o tovchiec one tor rost, it 1s crocmhy

TRT L i TR o dlsstorred
VT oA 1 SdNLIMES CAT
[E LS  } L b Frad iy
[d [ e I [; | 4 b 1%
el ik i

| ITEL R ke virimilly amywhere,

bt particulacty o the frodil s rear

|
L ITETEL 15 TUNNErs, s
1ak Al |1 1 1f w1 Tt VSRR CE
[arn cross-member and adp

ICTnEal e, SUspE &k

MOEITEEERE | Ehcernl fhibmis, someesh

kbl door pilkar as-

miblis '
rhilis b fuel rank will have 1o comme
i ejsira, lnspect the rear struc-
ure BFrom withen the boat ancd from
recleT Lhis T
Ipter body, panels aren’t ammn
etther. The doors are especally vul-
erahle; check nnder and around the

alomg thie bowen

windlow frames, arnd

Doors can De Wy ru&[‘p.‘B'l'El'l'ﬁDi}'-HE only a lew
years old. Siar by |I'IB|]'B{!ﬂ|1ﬂ: tha sloping “Soges
mudintely below Bhe windoees. Look for glass
libre and bedy filler, as well &5 *honest' ust!
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OLD GOLD?

arlpes (view from autsidesnd under-
reath), Both frong and rear wings can
dlisintegrare fad — particularly arouand
the arches, also the sections normally
hididen by the bumpers.

ENGINUITY

The Pone engme 18 the most oome
monly CIiLT '|||||'.'|'|1'|.| tvpe m l:'i”':l =BT
ras. and can survive for wp po- 1 5000
milesor so hetween dverhaals, if prop-
erly mamtiined, Most anpotiantly,
ehiar means regoebar changing el the eo-
gime ail and hlier) neglect here resiiln
ik bloscked comshait oil feed and worn
camshafEollowers. Bectifeation, Hiow-
ever, in be carred out at bome

Check forail |-e':ﬂ-:::|ﬂ__4 Ly (2 ape i
trem che cam eover), and for smoke
imcker Taed acceheration, Ve eqrksy WY
carburertors were niotorcis for grang
tromble = incleding diaphragm failures

The CYH engine (1 B-litre, June
1985 o) teneks tocsuffer from ‘”'-'"‘I"*'“'-r\.
Following seart=up (and after long pe
rEacls ik tckover), due to detenorEion
of thevalve stem odl seals. Beplicement
i% & ‘do-it-yourself " operation.

The 2.5 6nd 2.8:0itre Vi "Cologue
engimes are preiy reliable, but agam
imfreguent cilfilter changes resul in

Lirwées edhges of doors (and inilgate/hoatiid) may
b wirtually non-existant. Usuaily the mozt cost-
efbescdive soluon is io find a secondhand pane in
betier condition il Eha rest of e car iE soumsd.

Front smspension and steering reguire dose
sorutiny, especially the multftudn of mibbar

bushss, brake disos (e often wear rapidiy),
and this sBearing rack fwatch for tom gaitona).

premammre vislve geay weste | poshrods
and mppets) and 1op end noise’, The
LarEE e s can also wear rarie

The later, twin-cam engiies g e
2. Odstre V6 units have so far proved o
be pretry refiable in service, althongh
o all, regular ail changes are vically
imporiant, Oall overhead cam Sierra
engmes with tmmmg beits, 05 essential
thit the belr = chinged regularly
[ heck the service history, of availabile,

more the conditton of the under-
besnmes eleciried = dirrvicorroded con
nectons to the ENZINE Maa e rmeTT
sy Can Calie 1'|-.._~\.i'.1- DT
Lanilps.

Iramsmasson [:-l'r'-llln:_'l'-a'-. inelucle
ruimbling/droming pearboses and hnal
drveumats, due b worn bearings, Five
l-\.IH_'lfIJ CHTS ANE Mors prope o roalsle:
hibrycaton of nith gear s marginal’, so
is essentiad thian che gearbox oil Jewvel
s properly maimtained atall dmes

Ensure that all rubber mounting
bishies in the sespension system are in
i comidition (especnlly theanti=roll
B b fower suspension arm beshes),
of the car will drive "like sponge’ (vou
i feed the velucle '-.t|||r'-|-.IIL; Oy wWorT
bushesh and Mol Eaillure will evenia-
ally result. Vil tho are the large rub
by [RGnimgEs supporing the rear
sirb-frame - i||-.||._-._| carehally

Exressrve upsaiven mevement of che
gtecritg wheel on the column iz soane-

Don't be: deceived by & bonnat which lnoks good
ircen outside. Open § and viow e undorsice of
thie azsambsy from below. The lasding sdgs
cellects moisbare and 528, then holes appear.

e L

A\ i ngar, check it tho driveshait gastars,
mounding bushes for the resr ssb-framedirailing
arms, anil condition of the steel suspension

oonpanents. Deficioncies here spell Mol failure.

OLDER GOLD

Vauxhall Mowa............._July 18598
BL Metro..............oeoonnAUQUEE 1808
Ford Flesta ............September 1988
Flat Uno ............0sreoe G 0ber 4088
BL Maestro .............Novembar 1998
YW Palo................ Dsgember 1998
Ford Escort _..............Jamiary 1985
Vauxhall Astra......._....... hMarch 1955
Peugeol 206, .-o00n 1892

rimes misdugnosed asbeimng doe 10
faihire of the rubber bush ar the lower
i of the coluinn :.'|4|_i.'|-:_"|.‘:z=r i tha
tloor), Insome cases the moyvement 15
g instead: o movermnent up e ool
umn &b the bush’s reining clip. This
can be pressed back down the column
anck e 1S correct, b ||:'L:||1g proEition Iy
using a large open-cnded spannes

VERDICT

Elderly Sierras can provide effective
framspont, Bt avoid fusty examples
atd those with abwious mapr me-
chanicl detects. Bough cars.in mesd of
I||.-|il'-| witrrk min be foond for around
EFD upwards, while £5000 should bus
vou o by example from the il
ECRa0s. For £1 008 von are lookimz ata
lane BHBDs car in need of ‘oosmetics”,
W hike 220000 should get vomwa very tidy
FiEH-gsh 180182 0-Titre el

Tha Ium rHi can tall you a great

deal aboul the car's use and how well (or
atherwise) |f has been looked afer. This estate
Eppeand o hive beon hali-gatm by 8 hungry dog?

This i a W6 2.8-lire version dafthowsh Pinto
powerad Sidrras predominate). Check for ofi
laaks; ‘top and’ modse and liming gear rattie, (n
Fisrin uméts, warich for ofl lzake and smoking, and
ligten Tor clstlerng from wom camshoftSoBowers.
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