DUYer Buyer's Guide: Ford Sierra

ORD HAS always been
F.ﬁ“"l al heinpEang A nrEng

1o e massscs using o smpls

Iormala of stacss ol Shimde

i adra-low prices, So it was with
the Sierra. With hizmble

||,|1--\.| -_1_-_:-_|- L e |'||.L| £l '|'|:'
epteCtrum amd ke vor kg
Coswarth ap thee other. there was 5
cir for everyone. B rnpEed
frorm a E3-litre four ovlinder toa
PG Jifre Wi, amad body seyles
i luded evervihing from a two
lair sdaenn b o - dadr estang
For those whio cravesd nlgimute
pawer and speed theee wene also
the turhocharged Cosworth
matdels, While thisse remain very
collectible and relatively expensiee
b e o O mooTe

affardable Serras-out there, VWe e

T o cocenTirate On o

Eighties old school === ...

the old-=chonl Fords, bl
cheaply and somvetimes quids b

Whether you wanted performance, practicality or cheap motoring, | rus. ost-1987 cars are less peons
there was always a Sierra to fit the bill. Ana there still Is. ter wat s P fmivsited in better

anti-oorresion, Parels are gething
. IER rq? ) "m— Fardder b flnd and, with values so
5 Akl b ol i |.|l\.._ it's med wiarth consicersng
—*—-_-‘-

\ N
/i i :

TL%"&“?“M
Rough, froe-£350

Be wary of any carburettor
equipped car fitted with the

infamous automatic choke
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army car- that s really rusey

Yorur fivet port of cull when
loikeng for rust is the rear wings
srovnrnad the wheelarches, Once
rust exnrts hese, fll eat the
surromnding pancizand it's
commiton tos the rot o go through
i the imterior, Whien it gooe tha
fag it’s irme o bin the car, as the
panels aren't avaHable to put it
right. Alse, oisce the car has gol in
1|-'I=|:‘iL'lEL'. the chances.are thas
ather parts of the car {which
aren't 5o vimible) will also be ropey

ext stod s the dodes, which
ot alonp their bottorm ediges amd
rorinl the seindiogs. IF the kewver
part af the doors hasn't heen
treated carhy o, theres o goosd
chance the frames will have
staried tomof. and by this stage the
hest course of action 1510 fita
better socondhand item. I vou
can fine (ne

Sillg v mab oo, and as they re
structurad its important that they
haven't been bodged. As with the
rear wheelurchies. repair panels are
availabbe; bob if cornsion is
extensive just walk avway and find a
bedter excmphe, Also lonk
unidernicath thecar, and especially
arinenad the boy sections thal
strepgrhen the Seorpdanas they
i ok ey

Front wings don’t usunlly give
presblems, but it the bannet and
there might be ome or two hormoes
bereath. The most obaious & a
raten slam paned, which corpodes
wiere it meets the inner wings
Less olbwiomis 18 the crossmember
whach sits behind the bumper

Crenerally, if the slam

panel i roten the crassmembar
wiitl b oy sinvilar stete

Cleher rusi traps inelude the
sunroed surrowd, Bastery tray
{which is fiddiv 1o replace’, the
bulkhesd and the suspension
turrets, Replocing these is difficali
and probabdy the-car will noi be
wiarih s1ving i the turrrets have
cormided significantly, Even if
cveryihing seems fne, tkea pood
Inak behind aoy plaztic bode
trdmilehinnps for evidence of riest,

[T there's fu manos 108 that yoo
canseg, there's the possibiliny o
batelly repaired accident darmege,
The Skerra was fomed for s ri_inpln_-

ghlect prodlems, whech allimeed o
tinor shuint Foom behind 1o beist
theg bl baschyshel T make sisre
Chet v den't gt canght oot with
a-car affectod by this elyeck tha
the floorgran isn fll of tipple

EMGINES

TThe Sierrs range (s comsl e,
with flve manm engines phes the
miin =camy umit i the Cosworth
Wi werth the 2 3 lrire diesel
powerpdant horresisd froan
Pewpgent there was the Pinto unis
that |1I11'.'\'LT¢'-C| the kknwir-cviindet
cars, with copacitieof 13, 16, L8
or 2.0 brres. Thsere wwas o Vi unie

it enay gt ucky, bt it's
rabust enough to stnsh
up nicaly, thank yos,

i 223, 28 aod 2.9 litre sizes and
them the CVH Lt appedred i
varsous firme That beaves the 2.0-
litee twin-cain thatdid such
sterlig service i the Cosvorih
dniel frovn P9ES there was @ 2-litre
cijtht-valve DOHC unit called the
14. Mathing w comman between
the 14 and Pinne Cosseorth enging
the vy oo anm carbaremor-
cqupped car that's seil Fired wath
obie of Ford's infamous autommite
chokes These can cause over-
fuellizg which washes the il
dlenwin thee bores causing
prematune wear, Check
fio il b brormied ﬁ

o Ooiober 1880 S Runched aith
-3, 16, -line petrad and 3, 3-Fire
chess engines. Three or five-dicdr

Pt s and estate oifered, Aiin
oplnn on 1.6 and 2-lee, Fee-cpesd
oplmnal on ol modek apart from 1.3
Iy | 93 Tinee-tooe KR e,
with 1506hg Liime''s

W Dcicbar 1984; Restydad Sont end
afrl 1Al soqire o sake

B fanuary THRS: Fre-doir 3005
appea, song wigh XRded, 3 fve-dool
P =it | s KR

& May 1985; Cosenrth Fmves &
thren-door onky with 20405 2-kre
T e i b Sy bl e #n i ine

W Warch 1987; Farekft, with b

1] laEE ey fev et iened upiraded Inm
b ueter engmes. Sapphiefour-cool
salnnn alsn aives

W luly 18T Cadmnith A5 oncsale
wih miore power dus to resed (ueling
Feahmes addnnnil tafkgane spolle

W Fetuany 1588 Cosworh

Wl 2 Ede oy with & Peui-conr

saonn todyshel

& lires H3EH: New 18- perol
erigjine

B Deczmber 1958 MRded Gals a
39|t Lt

B anch 1985 Bavd modely nows
called Chassic (salooed and Larssy
(hatehdstatey 20 DOHE replaoes
Eqeng Pirda

@ Fafruaty 1990: Facedlt with seoked
rear lensey, chear frond indicators. 18-
|lre turbodiece! repisces 2.3, Cinwnrth
s Tniswieel-drive and more o
(v F 0B, 2l DOHC WR.2.0
GT and XRdxE appear alorg waify 1.0
Ghla 454 exigie

W Octoher 199 Facedit; ol modals mat
rolmr-nied humpais, ressad interis
VAT hoooed fash, mpgioved evel of
Irim e equipment. 1.6 Fiecied CuH
Enging TEFi-Fﬂ:'Ei Pbc on mdes 1600
meciels apart o dous

W st 19592 Calakaic conwermers
fimed 1o &l perod-eniined £oes

& Apnl 19092 Mondeo replaces Slerm
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Buyer Buyer's Guide: Ford Sierra

Youii hawe & good chaice Fhe %63 poswerplaints are umder
of engir= & the 3eerra sifesger] arud bomnse-brved, 1
from a 1.3 tooa LO9VE.

|,1|,'|:'!'3.|,'|1 I .p:' thiey 1 lastin
e of 0000 i les. ared once
more the key is remedar ol
changes, The later 2.9-litne

wnd it have hadraahc
tappets thatcan b odjusted 2=
eamly standard teppets

W First, akl Seeris et
fouir-spesd manual pearbozes

_||||'.:1|:_.;|. & 1REse- -I,'\l:-.\,\.| an ki

o Fivie-speed pearbox wely
optiomalon the | b or 2-lim
nisdieds, Bvery XR:h lead five gears
ane by thee ety ol T39S ondy
with o 1.&-litre engine or =molker
hepd a1 Brsier-ratin gearhag as
stardard, By hdarch 1587, only the
Pt 1oh bind & four Rk el

[ Sierra’s muanual gearchange
could mever bee described us one of
the it I]l_||.| and whien the
transrmisston ol & oold it can be
il Bt the gearbonis

I |l- s e ine

ey oo the v startie
thiev Il keepa

: £ MITTA geirbiog that appeared i
— / _‘# _ 1984 is o mnach better wnit; its

ik

1OLpEner i 1 Bicer o s
.
Flack o will o oiy unidil the

Check for oil being burned whén the -

tramsmissions ane annediahle. Bat

engine is revved. If there are clouds ..o
of smoke it’s time for a replacement [0 G

o whesl and
vre sizes, or s b

ne ol the

e of ol hasbeen timungg chaincevery | 00,00 fol by mtheier tham

whien the enjgine i revved. I ther

wre ¢loneds o sk fronmn the 1 wrniemds 1430 il to minimise the msk o yiseols cotplin
exhaist, it's tinse fora et somethiing heavier hike 1 4 [HOVHE head gearbun; may be sersously
replacerment posser pland AR ever-LenEion the s kets akso fail caamis damaged. 11 s, the dama

I'hse ok cormmesn @0 e chadty and Jesd 10 prematuie il 1 cylinder hesad b 1z Frawiny tha
feited 1o the Sierra is the onverhesic hreakage. A sfe comproomese is is poriiculachy sensitiee 10 this racket corming from the
camiekiaft Pimteounat: Faalis Fr 40 and the Ford saerra b eracke readily if /s had & ransission when
inclode civsdiafts and lbwsvers Chamers Ll |50 paske v or hasbeen the car isdriven
poing west at the drop ol o batand | recor nimenids chanprmng the seriously overhicated Thaft means

the il spray bar that feods the
|:};i:-'.-\.|_|"H.:_\.q_'lillll_l'-l.l-\.lr-\.l.l Eegiela
il changes are sssential to siop
those problems accarriog: so

1eck the s decumenatiom for
érv il i e ST VICH YL

The CWH that superseded the

Pimio also needs rewakar odl
chanmes ti & s Tucde health
Frowi |:. i o e g
with hlcked ol pumpes that
the ey linder head of oal, and (e

Iydlralic tappess need il b

work properiy; Hhe sympiom e
sevpre rattline trom the bge el
W Hs can

and quackdy wesir pat volkve stenh

lar et cameshabls

wealks, Din the kel drive, accelerabe
and thery lift oft the thraithe, i thy
8| MATS
Aoucds of blue ol smnke visible in

valve stem seals dne shod the

the Fear view Duirn
hie 14 can have timing chain
priallems ahove 10, TEH ke if
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i new transter box al ER0D-glus
o & reconditkoaned tinid ar £ 1500

T S Omne,

STEERING AND SUSPENSION

Rack-and-pimion steering was
inlted as ull Sterias and gives nio
trorubile nsdong as the gaiers ane
intact. A stardand mck qosgs
daramd E5 while pisyer-assdsed
racks for W cars cost E1H-plus

Like minsk Fords with track
comtrol arms; the bushes contained
within arenm’t up o the jiob They
wear quicke. and replacing them
51 prain s younend wp having &
change the whole armat a bypacal
ot of £17 peranit, H the bushes
havie waar ot tere Il e vibration
inicler braking and the steeting
will be vague, To pat it Aght vou're
betier off fintang, pobmrethane
bushes b the EXISLing arme,
ooy s the Ballioing =n |1__-::,|:.
wenrm. Pasdigetr an £X6£30 for this
26 anits are pnt availabli

It there's 8 screeching nise
cmming trom the front @spension

In ther Eighties, the car
i Trant weas a
be-spoikered Sierra

- |lr:-i'1|h|'-"|'u' l.'\.|'||_';,'| I'I-\.\.'.\_'|I:|:|_'-| {31
thear vy il

I he Lt chieck s make
1w that the frong
dampe s ane CK
Hee iF thern

Ane any
beukes-on
s Lhae
car dmyn
sharply i
each CTeT,
[Fir rises then
sietbes gusckhy, ity
fime. i i kevps
sauncing up and
dowm. the damipers meed
regiacingy, The domipers anc
sinl UnEls, =0 cannok e
dismuntled, so wholesale
replacemtent is thenly salution
I'lat’s not a TV oo :l||||'||:;||| as
I|h."': recheap at £30 a pair o the
rears and Liodka paair i Lhse droimks,
Ul W L3 oses gas ik ab the réar
at 50 per side, O V6 cars with
power-asaste seering, chock thie

dlrive bedis 1o I|'|;' [T _.lq_'q,"il'll'

COSWORTE dxd: 1880 - 1880 | TR4ad 2.8: 1980

ENGINE 1993 o ENGINE  1993cid- ENGINE |9t oyl i
POWER S{bh S TG FOWER 1E5hhpSS00 M POMIER  Z0dbhp GO0 POWER  20dbfeiD0mm | POWER o5 T
TORQUE it HiAB0Em TOROUE 1 TORQUE - 3056 tid500nom TORQUE 7058 S Dimm iTl'JH'JtJE s T
GEARBDE S-ipmm | GEAREDN GEARBOE Sap=w GEARBOX  Zapman | GEARBON Erpman :
| T SPEED 1 28mpe T SPEED 11l TO@ SPEEG FaUmph TOP SPEED 150mph | TGP SPEED 129mal
O-80MPH 7 Taor J-0MPH 15 O-S0MPH .50 O-50MPH . [ 52 O-6OMPH  2.65a
KPP Fifis MPG MPG F2Eng MPE L1l MPG -'I"l'||.":
[ LENGTH 14 Nl A6y LEMGTH 4 LENGTH 1.2H S (4 AR LEMGTH Tt Sy LEMGTH '--:|| ‘_.- -
| WIOTH N Em | WIHOTH 5ft & 3 WInTH St & <1 TAm | WETH oft T WIDTH
[ WEIGHT 2656k 118k WEIGHT 214tk {aTkg WEIGHT  6E8E (11 15k | WEIGHT 775Gk WEIGHT

T

Check body pamels carefully,
aspecially the extent of nust
asound the roar arches.
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BUYEr Buyer's Guide: Ford Sierra

puimp. I they have perishad the
will éost £35 10 replace

WHEELS & BRAKES

Warped brake discs Tindicated by
pueldering under hraking] and
seiped wheel eyvlinders (wliich lead
i rear brake imbalance under
harsd braking aré cominon: in the
cabse off e Batter B s best o £t
conmiplete nese unsts: Rebuild kics
rarety do the by, amd 1 s the sanse
with brike dsics: replacement
vather than skimming is besr A
new i e standad Girhing discs
sypicallyoost L15, Caliper

pibogs can alsgocanse problems,
hecmise they seizd anad saduce

hrakeng power. Bew ox rebail
calipers are the fix.at £40-£80
dependimg on model,

Oippcars wath resir disc brakes
s andbiraks tends toseme on il
it's not vsed regulady, leading 1o
pereeching from the rear as the car
is diriven. Keplacing the real
calipers 5 often the only answer

TRIM

i pamels, sents and carpeis
are all unohiainahle new s
cheeck that everything B complele
anid e decens condition. Luckily
the trimy is durable and even the
dirtiest interinr will nespond

| e o ool i

ELECTRICS
The quality of the conectors
iased within the Sierra's wirking
I was patchy, 20 s commen
finr thimgs fo work niter mittently,
Although the headlampe vl
keep working-quite happly, the
reflective coating behingd the bens
teride b enrrode badly, meanlng
an ol tilire Also check bor
stone-chipped benses: replacing
the whalbe unit & the only answer.
at £ 10- E200 for o iecenit wsed one

ddenticn the Sierm and
he-sppdlered Cosworths spring o
mined. Bt there are so many othes

madels out there worth o look,
and oK are sEArting b get pretty
rare, soowhile values are on the
Fost e is Ehg tame b vweadde nit.
Thecmnies w0 mualy Sierras were
wsesd I_'q.' |’,¢~{~1~,.5;:-1l.'-|11||n::|# cars
are hard to find. But they are out
there, Late 4W IR G cars-are na
staTting o becon: prived; and
|~.._-._uug-.¢-|:|'"':."r¢ n.'I.ll.'i'-.'e|.1_.' et
they ofer a good driving
expirieoe, Hot if you bay o beerrd
ok o, remenibs thar parts
interchanpenbility is poor
hepween the Tous-wheel drive
and the rear-wheel drive cirs, as

it 1 between the foar and e

ai-cvlingder models.

PRACTICAL CLASSIC?

5015 IT & PRACTICAL CLASSECTY

Diedindiely, hese s e bl 1o be

sriced culckly Ieem il e ninning

ooss. They ra-simiphy engreerss and ey

o et paets o

HOTLINES

i vy fondsieriac b o Uk

B v raconuk

WHAT ARE THEY LIKE

T DRIVE?

Sperytinder ram: are the anes oo S 8

you want e, bt e d 0 ER DOHE will

cive @V mr lor i mansy anks o

1he= bt QEATITG

WILL | FIT BEHENT

| THE WHEELT

Thiers's plony ol sace front and rear

althourl-ao0ess o this bads of the lime-

dow s & Hght. Bwen heties, Thers's

plenty of rec (or ticse samgples snd

SpalE 1D Naneg yedur |2

WHAT BODGRES SHOULD

LI LD FORT

i Whemlanches, doar botoms

i Badky repaked accident damiane

VWHAT SHOULD | PAYT

Banger stabus mpany munnng L3

are bt irg Qraen: ey whie a

rinT ol B 'l sec'e Qb St

rurning axaimedes with the-odd oessant

surpre, Ewee e est fouropinie

| Sherese band ydvg: Cosvorth s 78 Yegmh
sy thin ELOME Exceptionat 5ie
a e e |

| sz wrth

1 ECRTNCY il i EATTY

§le-pads

an e hag

fior just €250

W HLET WILL

INSURAMNCE

COST ME?

LCom

il S

covertora

EA00HE

1084 Sema

EEdiin

Pedertaonoigh

W [AB04ne 250, Ivea

waare” MCE; Cheah Hipnde
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10,000 mies a0y Gy bep an divesay
dish memoet

& E173 foradyn, full NCB, thean Boeres,

3000 mikes. decerd rag gacsged, dub
=gl
Dicnes Tront Firehand {08704 441 556}
WHD ARE THE SPECIALISTS?
Tuning
¥ Sppedakaed ".lil_ll'i'-:"- CR5E%
375 30 6
Parts
W Fond dealers
W Ford Pares LK, Sy
e Sttt coin Jamine cnky)
W Rty R, Gl asgeesd
1141 775 Q146 wawa: mizin dords
£11ik

SAbchel] Dismantling 1Ch&tenhami

QT2 BT &1, wvew milcrat
dismariing. co.ieiong-pes

R4 Spares Cantre, Eqsey,
11375672 041

WHAT ABOUT SPARES PRICEST
Wit an iy ST vatiants, thise priom
{frowm Ieainly Fords] ane oty 3 ude 0
wihal woir|| pay

@ Exhast i ves) &[4
i Front wing |pattam) EI0%
W Front-wing {Ford) £
i Frons Buinpe used) i
& Fiory bumper {Ford} F1E0
& Dampess [ran £30 parh
B Uampears near £15 pach
o Clutch ki £50
@ Aliernagor £50

il S Mo £ED [garh)

Some models are
getting rare, so while
values are on the floor,
now is the time to buy

ARE ANY PARTS HARD TO GETT
Inearior rm
B Timing whess for 2.3 300 2.8
CAN THEY COPE WITH
UNLEADED?
Pre- 1985 cars qaneraby noed additives o
nserts, Eletroneslly bl ngdiad s
are 0K while post=198% carburdtber - Cies
meeed e ignitinh tening adjisied unikess
thiy afe uinng on super ureadid,
WHERE ARE THE IDEMTIFYIMG
MARKST
[hare are tvaa plate an Theslam gans!
the ' P plane and the body plaie, Tre
chasshs number i-H2o S1amoen oo
the fiporpian hietwmen the driver s seat
and the sl Lirthe {ap-ol carpet 50
i iF s & Inten
WHICH OWNERS' CLUBE
SHOULD 1 JMNY
& Sheird Owsrars' Club, Mo than 200
members, E12p& of EFR 101 poend
membersiip: Quameny nmas ketyer, Offers,
echnical hedp, aning Sorum, parts
distonms irsurano wheme and natons
meebingi
B 5E D Clyh, 2400 members
E0ma b £4.50 joming fee. Bl-momihly
revesEEn XhF Tedmical heip, online
fanmm, insicance schéme, £Ad RS,
porhy heccumis, manchandse, mponal
and nationsl mewts
WHICH I5 THE BEST BOOK?

. -h & High Periormance Siers & Meskors

Srookl anc, BEN
1-B5520-676]

W The Sporting Fords
el 4 Sierias by
wrEam R
IIRP 158N -
947081-55
THANES TOD

im Chrstieof

the Foed
Siama Owpars'
Club-ard Xodtn
Harrzon of the
EF Cramets
Cloby ko Kenny
Faston, the owrar of the
AR photooraphed



